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Endangered Species Act 101



Tools for Preventing Extinction



ESA Requires

ÁFederal Agencies consult with the Service to 

ensure any actions they authorize or fund do 

not cause jeopardy to the species.



Consultation Process

ÁAgency evaluates project to determine 

effects to endangered species ïBiological 

Assessment

ÁFish Wildlife Service writes Biological 

Opinion



Biological Opinion

ÁJEOPARDYïnot likely to jeopardize the 

continued existence of a species or 

adversely modify critical habitat

ÁReasonable & Prudent Alternatives to avoid 

JEOPARDY

ÁNon JEOPARDY



Take

ÁThe ESA prohibits the taking of any federally 

endangered or threatened animal species.



TAKE

ÁTake is defined as to harass, harm, pursue, 

hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or 

collect, or to attempt to engage in any such 

conduct.



Harm

ÁHarm includes significant 
habitat modification or 
degradation



Every BO Includes Incidental Take 

Statement

ÁEstimates the number of individuals of 

animal species likely to be killed, harmed, or 

injured

ÁIncludes reasonable and prudent measures 

and terms and conditions to minimize the 

take 

ÁExempts the federal agency and project 

proponent from the prohibition against take



Programmatic Biological Opinion

ÁPBO is an umbrella document that 

evaluates a program or multiple 

actions.

ÁIndividual consultation is still required 

under the umbrella of a PBO.

ÁAdvantage:  It streamlines the section 7 

process for the individual projects 

under the PBO. 


