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Dollars and Sense

ÅPivot fundamentals

ÅPivot history

ÅCost and Profit
Comparisons to furrow 
irrigation

ÅWhere to get help

ÅLocal Examples

ÅHow the off-farm stuff can 
help you and your pivot

Surely itôs 

time to 

investigate a 

center pivot?
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Pivot Science

All soil space filled with AIR

All soil space filled with WATER

Traditional furrow irrigation

More efficient sprinkler (or drip) irrigation



Center Pivot History on West Slope

ÅFirst trialed in the 1970ôs

ïHigher pressure (50-90 psi)

ïLarge droplet size

ïWheels prone to bogging

ÅPoor match to clay West 

Slope soils

ïBarely lasted a season in 

Uncompahgre Valley 
Early Center Pivot at 

CSU Fort Collins



Center Pivot History on West Slope

ÅNew Technology                 

(last 5 years):

ïLower Pressure (15-30 psi).

ïSmaller Droplet size

ïImproved Track 

Management

Å40 success stories in  

Montrose and Delta county 

(and growing)



Public Assistance Existsé
Environmental Quality

Incentives Program

(EQIP). NRCS
ïCost share up to 75%

ïNew Interim Final Rule

ïGreater flexibility

ï$IWM up to $11/ac

Basin States Salinity 

Program.

Shavano CD
ïCost share up to 75%

ïAccepts multiple-
producer applications

http://www.co.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip.html

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/salinity/

http://www.co.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/salinity/
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The Economics of Converting to 

a Pivot Sprinkler



Quarter Section

2640 ft

2640 ft

160 acres



Furrow Irrigation = 4 fields

1320 ft

1320 ft 40 acres



Furrows and Unfarmed Ground

Uphill

Downhill

Access / Turnaround

Access / Turnaround

Access / Turnaround

Header Pipe

Tail Ditch



Farmed vs. Unfarmed

Access / Turnaround

30 ft

25 ft

25 ft

Access / Turnaround

Access / Turnaround

2640 ft

~1.6 ac

5 acres~1.8 ac

~1.6 ac                

155 acres



Pivot Comparison

126 acres



Pivot Comparison

126 acres

~8.5 ac

~8.5 ac

~8.5 ac

~8.5 ac

34 acres


