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Meeting Minutes 

Gunnison Basin Selenium Task Force 

Steering/Technical Committees 

May 20, 2004, 10:00am to 1:15pm 

Delta City Hall, 360 Main St., Delta, Colorado 

 

 

Attendees:   Tom Peltier (GVSTF), Rick Isom (Painted Sky RC & D), Paul von Guerard 

(USGS), Rick Krueger (USFWS), Mike Baker (USBOR), Dave Kanzer 

(CRWCD), Aung Hla (CSU Extension), Robert Johnson (Town of Paonia), Frank 

Tranchina, Fred Fisher (Shavano-NRCD). 

 

Facilitator: Sonja R. Chavez de Baca 

 

I. Introduction/Agenda Review:  
The meeting was called to order by Tom Peltier, former Gunnison Basin Task Force 

Coordinator and current Grand Valley Selenium Task Force Coordinator.  Tom 

introduced Sonja Chavez de Baca, the new Gunnison Basin Coordinator.  

Introductions were made by Task Force Members. 

 

II. Develop Public Outreach Strategy (Mike Baker): 

The discussion began with a brief background/history of Task Force public outreach 

and education efforts.  Efforts include the BMP Project (319 Grant) which addresses 

the effects of changing land use on water quality and educational materials such as 

the “Why Care About Selenium” justification paper.   

 

The approach as outlined in our 2004 Action Plan and as determined by the Task 

Force at the 4/29/04 meeting is to promote “Wise Water Use” as a means to meet 

water quality objectives for selenium concentrations and loading to the river system.  

The group began by identifying the major areas where we could promote water use 

efficiency and continued with discussion of specific tasks that would accomplish 

public outreach at the government and general public levels.  Please see the Public 

Outreach Strategy on page 3.  The next step in our public outreach effort should 

include the identification of project leads in each area and task assignments.  This 

step can be carried out at the Technical Workgroup Meeting.  Sonja will take over 

maintaining the Action Plan, which will serve as a working template for the Task 

Force.  She will continue to refine tasks, responsibilities, and timelines. 

 

III. Outline Grant Application Plan: 

 

AWPPG (Coordinator) - A brief overview was given on the Request for Initial 

Proposals (RFIP) for the Assessment and Watershed Protection Program Grant 

(AWPP).  The AWPP Grant focuses on projects that support a watershed approach to 

better address water quality problems in the U.S. and that build the capacity of all 

levels of government to develop and implement effective, comprehensive programs 

for watershed protection, restoration, and management.  The group decided that our 
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focus would be on a project that looked at the effects of changing land use on 

selenium loading in the Grand Valley and Lower Gunnison River Basins.  Painted 

Sky RC&D agreed to be the sponsoring agency.  Rick Isom will make sure that there 

isn’t a problem with Painted Sky sponsoring a grant which would extend into the 

Grand Valley.  It was determined that Paul van Guerard and Mike Baker would take 

the lead on the AWPP Grant with Sonja coordinating the application completion and 

submittal. 

 

Funding for Canal Lining (Mike Baker) – The group discussed possible funding for 

continued canal lining with Dan Beley.  Dan thought that the group should look into 

the Watershed Initiative Grant (a.k.a. Target Watershed Grant).  Sonja will work with 

Dan to get more information. 

 

IV. 2004 State of Colorado’s Watershed Report (Coordinator) – It was decided that the 

Gunnison Basin Selenium Task Force would submit an article to be included in the 

2004 State of Colorado’s Watersheds Report.  The report was identified as an 

important venue to showcase our watershed group and its activities and 

accomplishments.  The initial report distribution will be at the CWA annual 

conference in Glenwood Springs on Sept 9
th

 & 10
th

.  Sonja will coordinate with Dave 

Kanzer on the preparation of the report due no later than July 1, 2004. 

 

V. Organization of a Group Tour & Joint Steering Committee Meeting – A tentative 

date of July 8
th

 was chosen to have a joint steering committee meeting and tour with 

the Grand Valley Selenium Task Force.  The meeting would likely be a half-day 

(morning) followed by a tour (afternoon).  It was decided that Montrose would be a 

good meeting location.  The Task Force suggested that the following site visits be 

included in the tour:  Loutsenhizer Arroyo and canal areas, the Montrose Arroyo, and 

the Phytoremediation Project site located on the Randy Meaker property. 

 

VI. Outline Agenda for June 17
th

 Steering/Technical Meeting (Coordinator) 

 

A. The next meeting will be on Thursday, June 17
th

, from 10am to approximately 

3pm at the League of Economic Assistance, 300 N. Cascade, Suite 1, in 

Montrose, CO.  The Technical Work Group will meet in the morning from 10am 

to 12pm.  The Steering Committee will meet from 1pm to 3pm.   

 

B. The Grand Valley Selenium Task Force asked if it would be possible for the 

Gunnison Basin Group to switch our meeting day from Thursday to Wednesday.  

Switching the meeting day will work better logistically for those individuals who 

are involved in both Task Forces.  Sonja will solicit comments via email and at 

the next meeting. 
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Public Outreach Strategy 

Gunnison Basin Selenium Task Force 

 

Objective:  The Gunnison Basin Selenium Task Force through the promotion of wise water use 

has identified the following target areas and tasks as a means of meeting water quality selenium 

standards.  Target audiences were divided into: (1) general public, and (2) government officials, 

land managers, planners, and elected officials. 

 

Target Areas: 

A. Golf Courses 

B. Agricultural Lands 

C. Small Acreage 

D. Septic Systems 

E. Ponds 

F. New Development 

G. Lawns 

H. Other General 

 

General Public Government or Elected Officials, Land 

Managers, Planners, etc.  

A. Golf Courses 

1.)  Educate players on impacts of 

inefficient water use thru signage on 

courses. 

1.)  Partnership to do monitoring and studies 

 2.)  Educate City/County Planners 

 3.)  Promote economics of wise water use 

  

B. Agricultural Producers 

1.)  Set up site visits demonstrating new 

technology such as irrigation methods 

& crop types 

 

1.)  Educate planners on potential economic 

benefits of new agric. Technologies and 

marketing opportunities and relate to water 

efficiency 

2.) Coordinate with and assist other 

groups (e.g. CSU, NRCS, UVWU, 

etc.) promoting irrigation 

efficiency and water conservation. 

          • CSU’s conference in July 04 in 

Grand Junction, Delta, and 

Montrose is a good place to start. 

 

2.)  Make sure planners and decision makers 

attend conferences 

3.)  Modify or create printed materials and 

brochures. 

3.)  Distribute through public entities 

4.)  Make public presentations 4.)  Make presentations to planners, officials, 

etc. 

5.)  Explore financial incentives to 

promote agricultural projects or new 

5.)  Obtain public policy support for these 

programs 



 4 

technologies (i.e. funding for canal 

lining). 

C. Small Acreage 

1.)  Educate on efficient use of water 1.)  Work with local gov’ts to distribute water 

conservation message. 

  

D. Septic Systems  

1.) Encourage connecting to sewer 

systems 

1.)  Work with local gov’ts to distribute BMP 

info and water conservation message 

2.)  Assist with proper siting and design of 

septic systems. 

2.)  Work with local gov’ts to distribute BMP 

info and water conservation message 

  

E. Ponds  

1.) Discourage ponds in low areas 

with high selenium & for purposes 

of water conservation 

2.) Discourage ponds in low areas with 

high selenium & for purposes of water 

conservation 

2.)  Encourage lining 2.)  Encourage lining 

3.)  Educate on proper siting and 

design 

3.)  Educate on proper siting and design 

4.)  Offer technical assistance on pond 

building 

4.)  Offer technical assistance on pond 

building 

5.)  Work with applicable agencies on 

selenium issues related to ponds 

5.)  Work with applicable agencies on 

selenium issues related to ponds 

  

F. New Development  

1.)  Encourage “smart” development in 

areas that have not been irrigated.  

Educate re: the impact of irrigating 

those lands that have never been 

watered 

1.)  Encourage “smart” development in areas 

that have not been irrigated.  Educate re: 

the impact of irrigating those lands that 

have never been watered 

2.)  Promote efficient water use by 

encouraging the use of xeriscape and 

sprinkler systems 

2.)  Promote the use of xeriscape and sprinkler 

systems in high selenium areas by working 

with city/county planners 

3.)  Promote BMP’s for soil & erosion 

control 

3.)  Promote BMP’s for soil & erosion control. 

4.)  Educate regarding proper siting & 

design of septic systems to minimize 

deep percolation 

4.)  Educate regarding proper siting & design 

of septic systems to minimize deep 

percolation 

 5.)  Encourage development to occur near 

towns where they can connect to sewer 

systems 

 6.)  Become involved in the planning of any 

land trades in high selenium areas by 

coordinating with the BLM or appropriate 

local gov’ts. 
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G.  Lawns  

1.)  Promote wise water use in residential 

areas by: 

1.)  Research/promote the use of “block rates” 

as an incentive to encourage water 

conservation. 

a) encouraging xeriscape 2.)  Work with public agencies wherever 

possible with regard to BMPs 

b) having demo sites/projects  

c) offering technical assistance on 

planning for xeriscape (e.g. plants, 

irrigation methods, etc.) 

 

2.)  Distribute “wise water use kits”  

  

H. Other General  

1.)  Make use of the website for 

educational purposes 

 

2.)  Modify/create printed materials and 

brochures. 

2.)  Disseminate this info through public 

channels 

3.)  Encourage group members to make 

public presentations. 

3.)  Make presentations to public officials 

 

 

 

 


